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6.13 billion people live in 
countries characterized 

as water-insecure 
(Global Water Security 

Assessment 2023)
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“In summary, the impact of climate change on 
water resources might increase tensions, 

particularly in the absence of strong 
institutional capacity. However, whether 

conflict arises or increases depends on several 
contextual socioeconomic and political 

factors” (IPCC 2022: 618)
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Water management conflicts: 
“Conflicts linked to the access to and control 

over (mainly fresh-) water resources”



Case nr. 1: 
Laikipia, Kenya
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Insights from Kenya
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• Climate change is likely contributing to more 
intense and prolonged droughts in Laikipia, and 
water scarcity is compounded by human 
activities. 

• Conflicts over water are tied to a complex mix of 
socio-political factors and contestations over 
access to and control over water resources.

• Conflicts increase vulnerability to the impacts of 
climate change. 

• Women and children are often 
disproportionately affected by these conflicts, 
but are rarely involved in water management or 
peace negotiations.
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Case nr. 2: Tanintharyi, 
Myanmar
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Map: Paul, 2018, Adapted from KESAN 2017. 
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Screenshot from the publicly available complaint letter to the

Global Environment Facility (GEF), 16.07.2018
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Insights from Myanmar

• What we do ‘in the name of’ 
climate change also has the 
potential to increase or trigger 
conflicts over water

• These conflicts are often tied to 
questions about equity and 
justice, e.g. distributional 
aspects, recognition or 
procedural justice 
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C o mme nt s  o r  q u e st i o n s ?  

m a r i a n n e . mos b e rg @n i va . n o
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